A generally compact style of presentation and fairly good indexing make looking up specific information quite easy. Overlap between chapters is inevitable but is held to a reasonable minimum. The major problem is timeliness. This book has a copyright date of 1990, but it was available in late 1989. Few references appear for publications later than 1987. This subject is a rapidly developing field, and studies published in 1990 already require that some of the opinions in the book be modified. After 1990, the volume will best be used for background, prior to a review of the current literature. For now I can recommend it to an infectious disease specialist, fellow, or student looking for reasonably up-to-date information, but it may be a purchase with a short "shelf life. This volume comprises a selection of papers derived from a UCLA Keystone symposium, held from January 24-January 30, 1988. A wide-ranging selection of up-to-date research reports, these papers provide an excellent sampling of the "state of the art" in growth factor research as of 1988. The papers are, in general, clear and well written, reviewing topical background material, describing methodology, and presenting clearly analyzed and important data. The quality of the figures on glossy paper is excellent, both for line drawings and photographs.
Contrary to the jacket copy (which suggests that this is a book about platelet-derived growth factor only), the volume touches on virtually all of the significant growth factors under current study, including fibroblast growth factor, epidermal growth factor, bombesin, insulin, transforming growth factor beta, and the hematopoietic growth factors. Factor biochemistry, receptor interactions, intracellular signal transduction, and growth factor effects are all explored. A chapter on clinical applications of hematopoietic growth factors is particularly welcome in a scientific volume of this sort and displays the great clinical promise offered by research in this field. References are current and comprehensive, and the papers are uniformly well edited. For the neophyte to the field, therefore, this volume provides an excellent introduction, assisted by a well-prepared index.
The more sophisticated student of growth factors should be aware (as the editors note) that about two-thirds of the text is reprinted from the Journal of Cellular Biochemistry. Although this fact is a potential concern with a volume of this price, it is useful to have this material all in one place. The original material in the other one-third of the volume maintains the editorial standards of the first two-thirds. An annoying, although not fatal, aspect of the organization of the volume is the way the papers have been assembled. The table of contents categorizes the manuscripts in a way that invites browsing, but the papers are actually printed in the order of their journal publication, which does not correspond to their order or grouping in the table of contents and makes it difficult to progress easily between papers on similar subjects.
In summary, despite some organizational drawbacks, this book will be highly useful for a new student trying to survey the field of growth factors and their receptors. A regular reader of the Journal ofCellular Biochemistry who has clipped and filed many of these papers will wish to consider the price of this book but may find that the convenience of having all these papers assembled in one volume and the added original material make the book worth purchasing.
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